Connecticut River Gateway
Commission Donates $5,000
1o “The Preserve” Fund

Presentation of $5,000 to “The Preserve Fund” - Connecticut River
Gateway Commission Chairman Melvin Woody presents a $5,000 con-
tribution to The Preserve Fund to Kate Brown (center), Trust for Public
land Project Manager for “The Preserve” acquisition. On the far left is
Commission Vice Chair Nancy Fischbach, and on the right are Commission
Secretary Madge Fish & Treasurer Margaret (“Peggy”) Wilson.

The Connecticut River Gateway Commission has contrib-
uted $5,000 to the Trust for Public Land Campaign to Preserve
the 1,000 Acre Forest.

The donation will help ensure that the parcel known as The
Preserve in Old Saybrook, Westbrook, and Essex will be per-
manently protected as forestland and wildlife habitat.

The Gateway Commission was established in 1973 to admin-
ister the Connecticut River Gateway Conservation Zone. Eight
towns in the lower Connecticut Valley: Chester, Deep River, East
Haddam, Essex, Haddam, Lyme, Old Lyme, and Old Saybrook
joined together in a compact to create the Conservation Zone in
order to protect the scenic, historic and environmental resources
of the lower Connecticut River.

Although not within the Conservation Zone, The Preserve
lies within the lower Connecticut River watershed. It is the last
thousand-acre coastal forest between New York and Boston and
includes the headwaters of streams that flow into the Connecticut.
The Commission believes that its protection is important to the
ecological health of the watershed and the river.

According to Gateway Commission Chairman Melvin Woody
“The Gateway Commission is gratified to join in this vital preser-
vation project.”

For more information about the Connecticut River Gateway
Commission, go to www.ctrivergateway.org or contact J. H.
Torrance Downes at (860) 581-8554, or email him at tdownes@
rivercog.org.



